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‘Ao‘ao 1 o 1 

KA ʻAHAHUI HAWAIʻI ALOHA ʻĀINA - HAWAIIAN PATRIOTIC LEAGUE 1 
 2 

ʻŌLELO HOʻOHOLO - RESOLUTION NO. 19 - 12 3 
 4 

REQUESTS THAT THE LEGISLATURE OF THE SELF-DECLARED STATE OF HAWAII 5 
DECLARE ‘AWA AS ITS OFFICIAL STATE BEVERAGE. 6 

 7 
 8 

Whereas, The self-declared State of Hawaii has in the last 60 years designated a state song, 9 
flower, plant, tree, gem, land mammal, marine mammal, fish, dance, insect, sport, team sport, and 10 
instrument; 11 

Whereas, The State of Hawaii has no state beverage, even though more than half of the 12 
states in the U.S. have official beverages; 13 

Whereas, Designation of an official state beverage should serve as an expression of 14 
appreciation for the significance of that beverage in Hawaiian culture; 15 

Whereas, ‘Awa (Piper methysticum) was brought from Kahiki by the first inhabitants of the 16 
Hawaiian Islands; 17 

Whereas, The plant roots of Piper methysticum have been used to make the beverage ‘awa in 18 
Hawaiʻi for over a thousand years; 19 

Whereas, Kānaka maoli and other residents of the occupied Hawaiian Kingdom recognize 20 
‘awa as an important traditional beverage, symbolizing the environmental, social and cultural values 21 
important to Hawaiʻi; 22 

Whereas, Drinking ‘awa promotes the value of aloha by eliciting a feeling of relaxed 23 
contentedness and thus has been used for centuries to aid in discussion, diplomacy, and conflict 24 
resolution; 25 

Whereas, The late Jerry Konanui, founding member of the Association for Hawaiian ʻAwa, was 26 
one of a handful of cultural experts who worked tirelessly to protect, preserve, and perpetuate Hawaiian 27 
varieties of ʻawa and the cultural traditions and practices surrounding them; 28 

Whereas, ʻAwa researchers laid to rest the issue of ʻawa toxicity that arose from contaminated 29 
product in Europe, helping to prove that Hawaiʻi’s “noble kavas” and Hawaiian ʻawa processing were a 30 
clean and desirable product; 31 

Whereas, Jerry Konanui developed, perfected and taught the process of ʻawa maikaʻi to growers 32 
and ʻawa practitioners, raising awareness of biodiversity and pono farming practices, and raising the bar 33 
for the highest quality ʻawa and ʻawa experience in Hawaiʻi; 34 

Whereas, Jerry Konanui developed, perfected and taught the process of ʻawa maikaʻi to growers 35 
and ʻawa practitioners, raising awareness of biodiversity and pono farming practices, and raising the bar 36 
for the highest quality ʻawa and ʻawa experience in Hawaiʻi; and 37 

Whereas, It is appropriate to formally recognize the historical and cultural significance of ‘awa in 38 
the Hawaiian Islands; now, therefore, be it 39 

Resolved, That Ka ʻAhahui Hawaiʻi Aloha ʻĀina (Hawaiian Patriotic League) at its Annual 40 
Convention held at Hilo, Hawai‘i, this 12th day of January 2019, requests that the legislature of the self-41 
declared State of Hawaii declare ʻawa as its official state beverage; and 42 

Resolved, That a certified copy of this resolution be transmitted to all branches of Ka ʻAhahui 43 
Hawaiʻi Aloha ʻĀina (Hawaiian Patriotic League) and to the President of the Association for Hawaiian 44 
ʻAwa, the Governor of the self-declared State of Hawaii, State Senate President, State Speaker of the 45 
House, State Senate Committee on Hawaiian Affairs, State House Committee on Hawaiian Affairs, 46 
Office of Hawaiian Affairs Chair of the Board of Trustees, and to all County mayors. 47 

 48 
Resolution withdrawn, Hilo, this 12th day of January, 2019. 49 










